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so as to face in the direction taken by the popular stranger.
Afterwards from observing the state of the tree the natives
infer the corresponding state of their absent friend, whose
illness or death are apparently supposed to be portended by
the fall of the leaves or of the tree.1 In Uganda, when a
new royal enclosure with its numerous houses was built for
a new king, barkcloth trees used to be planted at the main
entrance by priests of each principal deity and offerings were
laid under each tree for its particular god. Thenceforth
" the trees were carefully guarded and tended, because it was
believed that as they grew and flourished, so the king's life
Birth-trees and power would increase."2 Among the M'Bengas in
m Africa. Western Africa, about the Gaboon, when two children are
born on the same day, the people plant two trees of the
same kind and dance round them. The life of each of the
children is believed to be bound up with the life of one of
the trees ; and if the tree dies or is thrown down, they are
sure that the child will soon die.3 In Sierra Leone also it is
customary at the birth of a child to plant a shoot of a inalep-
tree, and they think that the tree will grow with the child
and be its god. If a tree which has been thus planted withers
away, the people consult a sorcerer on the subject4 Among
the Wajagga of German East Africa, when a child is born,
it is usual to plant a cultivated plant of some sort behind
the house. The plant is thenceforth carefully tended, for
they believe that were it to wither away the child would die.
When the navel-string drops from the infant, it is buried
under the plant. The species of birrh-plant varies with the
clan ; members of one clan, for example, plant a particular
sort of banana, members of another clan plant a sugar-cane,
and so on.5 Among the Swahili of East Africa, when a
child is born, the afterbirth and navel-string are buried in
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